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THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

This important document reached our city on 
Thursday of last week—just too late to appear in 
our last number. A carefully corrected version 
is given in this paper, and we commend it to the 
deliberate perusal of all who are not already ac- 

uainted with its contents. 

The Message is a document which demands the 
mature consideration of every citizen. We speak 
not of this one in particular; for the subdued tone 
and cautious bearing of the President render it of 
less decided interest this year than usual. On the 
subject of the Finances and Financial Policy of 
the Government, he holds very different language 
and in avery different tone from that of last year. 
If we can rely on the spirit of this document, the 
most objectionable and ruinous features of the 
Sub-Treasury Scheme will no longer be pressed 
by the influence and power of the Administration. 
We see nothing in this Message of the necessity 
or propriety of the Exaction of Specie for all Pub- 
lic Dues, nor even of the policy of erecting Sub- 
Treasuries and appointing Receivers General to 
take care of the Public Money. We have reason 
to hope that all this has gone overboard to be 
heard of no more, and that henceforth the only 
question will be—TIs it likely that the Public Mo- 
neys will be more safely and advantageously kept, 
if committed to the care of public officers, than if 
deposited in the best and strongest Banks of the 
of the country? On this point, there may be 
room for wide diversity of opinion; though we 
must say that we have found our own money 
(when we had any) much safer and more certaiuly 
forthcoming when we deposited it in a good Bank 
than when we committed it to the guardianship of 
some friendly Sub-Treasurer. But this is a ques- 
tion of expediency, which need not set the world 
on fire. 

Mr. Van Buren presents a very different view of 
the causes and remedies of our late commercial 
and financial disasters from that which we esteem 
the true one, and he is greatly inclined to the in- 

ing of his mere assertion on a disputed point, 
where some kind of evidence would be appropriate. 
Thus, when he speaks of ‘“ the recent and extreme 
embarrassments produced by excessive issues of 
Bank paper,” we should like to know something of 
the process by which he arrives at so summary a 
conclusion. It is certainly a new philosophy 
which teaches that a man is starved by having too 
much money in his pockets. If he mean, how- 
ever, that an expansion of the Currency was one 
link in a chain of measures and consequences 
which led to the fearful disasters of 1837, we 
heartily agree with him. But it is as absurd to 
put forward this as the original and instigating 
cause of our calamities as it would be to bring in 
a bullet guiley of murder, and say nothing of the 
man who in ignorance or malice discharged the gun 
which propelled it, 

But Mr. Van Buren speaks of “ the cennection 
“which formerly existed between the Government 
“and the Banks as injurious to both, as well as to 
®the general interests of the community at large. 
“ Tt aggravated the disasters of trade and the de- 
“rangements of commercial intercourse, and ad- 
“ministered new excitements and additional means 
| “to wild and reckless speculations,” &c. &c. 
(The reader is requested to turn to and consider 
the whole paragraph.) We ask when all these bad 

uences were experienced. Certainly not 
from 1791 to 1811—a period of twenty years, du- 
ring which the Public Moneys were collected and 
kept through the agency of a Bank. Neither was 
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it from 1825 to 1833—for our own knowledge is 
fresh and full that nothing like the above was ever 
charged against the Banks which had the custody 
of the Public Moneys through these two terms. 
There were no sudden expansions or violent con- 
tractions of the Currency through either of those 
long periods—no loss of the Public Money in de- 
posite, and no Suspension of Specie Payments. 
All these have occurred since Mr. Van Buren and 
those with whom he acted have been striving or 
professing to strive to give us a better Currency 
and a better system of keeping the Public Money. 
Even so late as 1836 (See his Letter to Sherrod 
Williams) he declared his decided preference of 
the Deposite in selected State Banks over any 
other plan of keeping the Public Money. But 
there has been experienced a tornado since then, 
which every body agrees in attributing to other 
causes quite as much as to the misconduct of the 
Banks—many attributing it to glaring defects in 
the system of Deposite adopted and the character 
of a portion of the selected Banks, with the inca- 
pacity and blundering of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, the Specie Circular, &c.; while Mr. 
Van Buren himself thinks the Distribution Law 
of 1836 had a great influence in causing our trou- 
bles, And yet he comes forward to tell us that 
the system of depositing in Banks has failed en- 
tirely, and done much mischief—that it must al- 
ways fail, and cause Suspensions of Specie Pay- 
ments! We do not feel that such reasoning 
from such premises is legitimate or conclusive. 

It strikes us that the President labors unneces- 
sarily to show that individuals should not be allow- 
ed to enrich themselves by the use of the Public 
Money. If the Government has a million of dol- 
lars on hand to-day, which it will need to disburse 
within the course of the next month, it is evident 
that this money should not be used by any body 
so as to weaken the certainty that it will be ready 
when it shall be wanted. For forty of the fifty 
years of our present form of Government, the Pub- 
lic Funds were kept in two successive National 
Banks which always had them ready, so that no 
shadow of difficulty was experienced. We. be- 
lieve they may be so kept without a National Bank. 
There seems no reason to suppose that a National 
Charter is essential. But if there is any serious 
doubt on this head, make the deposite Special in- 
stead of General, so that the Bank which has the 
keeping of the Public Funds shall not be allowed 
to use them in any way, but simply keep them till 
wanted. Would not this be wiser, safer and bet- 
ter than to create Receivers General and build Sub- 
Treasuries ? 

We are not tenacious on the peint of Bank De- 
posite, considering the proposition of Specie Ex- 
action for all Public Dues as by far the most im- 
portant and mischievous feature of the Sub-Trea- 
sury Scheme of last Session. And yet it seems 
that there is a peculiar fitness in that mode of keep- 
ing the Public Money. It is the usnal and natu- 
ral mode—the one which our Government has 
hitherto followed—which those of other enlight- 
ened and commercial countries have uniformly pre- 
ferred—which our States almost or quite univer- 
sally have found expedient and safe—and which 
almost every business man finds advantageous in 
his own transactions. It was the plan pursued 
under Washington, Jefferson, Madison and Jack- 
son, and by them deemed unquestionably politic 
and clearly Constitutional. The Banks have al- 
ready strong buildings with vaults and safes, and 
men whose duty it is to seé that they are not rob- 
bed—besides which, their own capital would be 
responsible for any'loss by robbery. They cannot 
dodge off to England or Teaas, as Sub-Treasurers 
can and do, without leaving assets behind them. 
A Bank officer may prove unfaithful, but the loss 
fallg on the stockholders and not on the depositors. 
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And, we feel morally sure that out of the nine 
hundred Banks in this country a sufficient number 
might be selected that would never embezzle one 
farthing of the Public Money, but faithfully pay 
over every dollar as fast as it is called for, and that 
provisions might readily be made which would se- 
cure the country against extravagant expansions 
and contractions, and the other evils depicteg by 
Mr. Van Buren much better with the supervision 
and gum vigilance of Congress than if that body 
should comniit its own funds to Sub-Treasurers 
and disclaim all control over or concern with the 
Currency of the Country. Is not this a reasona- 
ble and fair presumption ? 

Mr. Van Buren belabors the ghost of the dead 
National Bank very savagely ; but as nobody now 
seeks the establishment of another, this is of little 
consequence. Some of the talk on this subject 
is very wild—as, for instance, that about such a 
Bank’s ‘tendency to increase inordinate specula- 
tion by sudden expansions and contractions.” Now 
the well known fact is that all the evils here ob- 
liquely charged to the late National Bank have 
been experienced, so far asthey have been experi- 
enced at all, since the late Bank ceased to be Na- 
tional by the Remeval of the Deposites. Canany 
man who pretends to common sense offer a reason 
why a Nationnl Bank should do all this ‘mischief 
more than any other? Is not the contrary the 
fact? Is not the United States Bank as capable 
of producing and as likely to produce these evils, 
now that it has ceased to be a National institution, 
as ever it was? The President talks at random 
here, and apparently for the mere sake of saying 
something against a National Bank. 

The claim of credit to the Administration in 
aiding to produce the speedy Resumption of Spe- 
cie Payments may provoke a smile, but it is not 
worth a grave objection. The President forgets 
that the Resumption bas not yet been effected in 
several States of the Union 

The President is right in claiming to have acted 
correctly in refusing to receive irredeemable pa- 
per in payments to the Treasury. He did his sim- 
ple duty in that matter, but that is something to 
boast of in these times. 

He is right, too, in proposing to make the em- 
bezzlement of the Public Money punishable as 
felony. He will find a cordial and we hope a unan- 
imous support to this proposition. 

He is right on many other points—but we may 
speak further of the Message hereafter. 


QG” We thank our friend “ A Backwoodsman” 
for his letter of the 28th ult. but we believe, in the 
present pressure of important public documents 
and other intelligence, we must omit its publice- 
tion. We are obliged to curtail our own specula- 
tions as much as possible; and, since his letter ad- 
vances nothing new with regard to topics of pub- 
lic interest, we are sure our friend will unite with 
us in considering our columns better occupied 
with such documents as are now pressing upon us 
than with any merely personal discussion. 

In regard to the character of our journal, there 
is no room for controversy on the point which he 
raises. We claim to be honest, cordial and truth- 
ful, and to discuss political topics without resort- 
ing to the slang and virulence which disfigures too 
many of the party journals of the day; but we 
disclaim the epithet “ neutral” as inapplicable and 
degrading. A neutral is one who crawls along be- 
tween two parties, crouching and cringing to both. 
We walk straight forward, advocating whatever 
seems conducive to the public good, and opposing. 
measures of an opposite character ; but dealing as 
oe with persons and motives as is consistent 
with trath and duty. Such is our aim; the pub- 
- will judge whether we attaig to or come short 
of it. 
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CONGRESS, 

The Twenty-Fifth Congress convened for its 
Second Annual Session at Washington on the 3d 
inst. In the Senate there wasa thin attemdance— 
thirty-three out of fifty-two Members—enough for 
a quorum, however. Of the most distinguished 
Senators, Messrs. Clay, Webster, White, Preston 
and Renton were absent. Mr. Clay, however, 
arrived the next day, having been delayed by an 
overturn on the road, by which he was thrown on 
his head and injured—not seriously, it appears. 
Vice President Johnson being absent, Hon. Wim. 
R. King of Ala. President pro tem. took the Chair 
and called the Senate to order. Mr. Foster of 
Tenn. (appointed by the Gevernor in place of 
Hon. Felix Grundy, resigned on accepting the ap- 
pointm@nt of U. S. Attorney General) was quali- 
fied. There being no officers to choose, the 
Senate was very soon enabled to announce its or- 
ganization and readiness to receive commuaica- 
tions from the President and the House—and then 
adjourned. 

in the House, Mr. Speaker Polk took the Chair 
at 12 o’clock and called to order. The roll being 
called, more than two hundred Members answered 
to their names. Mr. Crary of Michigan present- 
ed the credentials of James Duane Doty, claiming 
a seat as Delegate from Wisconsin. r. G. W. 
Jones objected that he himself was the Delegate 
from that Territory, and that Mr. Doty must be 
the Delegate elect to the next Congress, if any. 
The matter was laid on the table forthe present. 

The death of Walter S. Franklin, Clerk of the 
House, was announced; and a motion made that 
Lis Principal Assistant act as Clerk until a Clerk 
be chosen; but this was overruled (102 to 101) 
in favor of a motion to proceed immediately to the 
election of a Clerk. On motion of Mr. Drom- 
goule of Va. the election was ordered (119 to 91) 
to be made by voice instead of by ballot. 

The following candidates for Clerk were then 
put in nomination: 

By Mr. Bronson—Edward Livingston, of New-York. 

By Mr. Corwin—M. St. Clair Clarke, of D. C. 

By Mr. Dromgoole—Hugh A. Garland, of Virginia. 

By Mr. Sergeant—Samuel Schock, of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. Wagener—Henry Buchler, of Pennsylvania. 

By Mr. Chaney—John Bigler, of Ohio. 

By Mr. Clarke—Reuben M. Whitney, of D. C. 

by Mr. Milligan—Arnold Naudain, of Delaware. 

By Mr. Pope—James H. Birch, of Missouri. 

A baliot being had, Mr. Bronson reported the 
following result: 


Mr. Ciark had - 55 votes Mr. Buehier - 16 votes 
Mr. Garland - 48 Mr. Birch - - 9. 
Mr. Livingston - 31 Mr. Bigler - - 8 

Mr. Shock - - 21 Mr. Whitney - - 2 

Mr. Naudain - - 20 [no choice. ] 


After some conversation, another ballot was 
had: 


Mr. Clarke - 88 votes Mr. Shock - ~- 13 votes 
Mr. Garland - 59 Mr. Buchler - 13 
Mr. Livingston - 26 Mr. Bigler - 6 


There being no choice again, Mr. Thomas of 
Md. moved that the Speaker be allowed to vote. 
Not in order. Attempts were made to postpone the 
election—to adjourn, &c.—but the House insisted 
on a third ballot forthwith. Meanwhile, Mr. 
Chapman, the Iowa Delegate elect, was qualified. 
Another ballot being had, the vote was declared— 

For Hugh A Garland of Va., Adm. - - 106 
“ Matthew St. Clair Clarke, Whig - 104 

So Hucn A. Gartanp of Mecklenburg, Va. 
for many years a distinguished Mamber of the 
Virginia House of Delegates and a staunch Ad- 
ministration man, was chosen Clerk by 2 majority. 
Hie received the votes of all the Administration 
Members in regular standing with the party, and, 
beside, these of Messrs. Clowney, Elmore, Griffin, 
and Rhett of S. C. and D. H. Lewis of Ala.— 
Sub-Treasary Nullifiers—Messrs. Sawyer and C, 
Siicpard of N. C.—eiected as Whigs, but the for- 
mer Sub-Treasury last year, and the other expect- 
ed to be so this—Mr. Lyon of Ala. hitherto a 
doubtful Whig—Messrs. Casey of Ill. Grant- 
Jand and Jackson of Ga. Hopkins, J. M. Mason 


- 
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and Stuart of Va—Adm. Conservatives—with 
Messrs. Foster and Vanderveer of N. Y.—Adm. 
Anti-Sub-Treasury men ; in all, sixteen, beside the 
regular and thorough Administration strength, and 
eight who are opposed to the Sub-Treasury. 

Mr. Clarke received the votes of 100 thorough 
Whigs, and of Messss. Borden of Mass. Clark 
and Edwards of N. Y. and May of Illinois—Con- 
servatives. 

The result is an Administration and stili more 
a Southern triumph. No candidate North of the 
Potomac could have been elected by the Admin- 
istration party. But the votes of Southern Con- 
servatives and ultra ‘ State Rights’ men have se- 
cured Mr. Garland’s election. He is a strong 
‘State Rights’ man of great respectability and 
weight of character, though not so well qualified 
for the Clerkship of the House. His reading is 
said to be defective, and he is not a man of tho- 
— business habits. 

r. Clarke was the Clerk of the House for sev- 
eral years preceding 1829, when he was super- 
seded on political grounds. He is well qualified 
for the station, and personally unexceptionable. 





DOINGS OF CONGRESS. 

The early proceedings of a Session are usually 
devoid of interest. On the second day, in Senate, 
Mr. Clay of Ala. took his seat, and instantly gave 
notice of a bill to graduate (reduce) the price of 
Public Lands. [We trust that the Government, 
after paying over Seventy Millions of Dollars 
within a few years to extinguish the Indian title 
alone, will not now enter upon this scheme of vir- 
tually throwing away the Public Lands. We have 
fears, however, in view of the tone of the Mes- 


sage] 

r. J. Q. Adams presented a copy of the au- 
thentic Memoirs of Gen. La Fayette, transmitted 
by his son, to be placed in the Library of Con- 
gress. Thethanks of the House were unanimous- 
ly returned therefor. 

On motion ot Mr. Harlan, of Ky., the Mem- 
bers helped themselves to the three usual daily 
papers for the Session at the public expense. 

Mr. Howard of Md. moved that the old Chap- 
Jains hold over. Mr. Grennell of Mass. moved 
that an election of Chaplain be had. Last mo- 
tion agreed to. 

Mr. J. Q. Adams moved that all memorials, 
remonstrances, &c. in relation to the Annexation 
of Texas to the Union, be referred to a. Select 
Committee, (of which he would by courtesy be 
Chairman.) Opposed by Mr. Howard, on whose 
motion it was laid on the table: 136 to 61. 

Mr. Adams gave notice of a bill to prevent the 
giving or accepting of a challenge within the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

Mr. Adams also introduced five resolutions, pro- 
posing a Committee to make inquiry into the re- 
cent affair between Mr. Stevens, our Minister to 
England, and Daniel O’Connel. Mr. Howard 
moved that this matter lay over to Monday. Mr. 
A. assented; when Mr. Hopkins of Va. moved 
that they do lie on the table. Carried: Yeas 140; 
Nays 57. 

Mr. Cambreleng now introduced the President’s 
Message—which was read. 

After this was concluded, Mr. Haynes of Ga. 
moved the printing of 15,000 extra copies, and 
5,000 with the accompanying documents. 

A smart debate arose on the disposition of the 
Message—Messrs. Bell, Wise and Garland wishing 
a chance to discuss it, which they contended was 
not afforded them last year. Mr Haynes replied. 
The motion to print 15,000 copies was agreed to. 

The Report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury 
was then received, and the printing of 10,000 co- 
pies ordered. : 

Mr. Logan moved that the House give Mrs. 
Franklin, widow of the late Clerk, ‘sueh pay as 
would be due him, had he lived, up to Dec. 3d, 
After debate, agreed to: 93 to 63. Adjourned. 


We shall be extremely obliged to any gen- 
tlemanin the County of Esser, of Franklin, of 
Putnam, of Rockland, of Tioga, or of Sullivan, 





who will forward us the Official Returns, by towns, 
of the votes cast for Governor and Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor in his County at the recent Election. We 
wish to complete our tabular statements of the 
votes cast in the several ‘Townships throughoutthe 
State. Perfect accuracy is desirable. County 
Clerks and Postmasters are particularly requested 
to favor us if possible. 





ANOTHER DEFALCATION, 

Witiiam M. Price, United States District At- 
torney for the Southern District of New-York, 
has fled the country, carrying off money belong- 
ing to the Government and People of the Union 
to an unknown but vast amount. It is our belief 
that he is actually a Defaulter for more than Half 
a Million of Dollars! He almost swept Wall- 
street of gold on Thursday of last week, and 
jumped aboard the steamship Liverpool just as she 
was leaving the dock. Up to that moment, no one 
had any suspicion of his intention, ard probably 
none believed him sucha villain. He took only 
his youngest son with him, but his family were 


probably apprised of his flight just before he start- | > 


ed. A most unusual sensation was very naturally 
created in New-York. 

Mr. Price is an eminent lawyer and politician of 
the city, and was appointed to office by Gen. Jack- 
son about four years ago. He isan excellent pop- 
ular orator, and has been chief spokesman in T'am- 
many Hall and the life and soul of the party which 
assembles there for years—but especially active 
and zealous of late in support of the Sub-Treasu- 
ry Scheme. He has always borne personally a 
high character. It is now presumed that he was 
concerned inall the enormous Swartwout pecula- 
tions. (Mr. Swartwout was shoved off as a Con- 
servative when his fraud come out; but there has 
never been any pretence of Conservatism about 
Price. He even showed a decided preference for 
‘hard money’ at the moment of his departure— 
sweeping New-York of all the gold he could 
muster.) He now goes off, we suppose, to riot on 
his plunder in Europe. The following humbug 
letter, which he wrote at the last moment to the 
President, but which was broken open in New- 
York, leaves no doubt of his character and do- 
ings. He is a thorough villain. 

Tothe President of the United States: 
U. 8. District Attorney’s Office, 
New York, Dee. 6, 1838, 

Sir—lIn the course of my public and personal relations 
with Samuel Swartwout, Esq., formerly collector of this 
District, I have had no occasion to question either his in- 
tention or ability to absolve himself from all obligations to 
Government or individuals. 

The Solicitor of the Treasury has officially requested me 
to superintend and control the proceedings against him 
and his sureties, for the collection by distress warrant 
against his person, and the goods and chattels, lands and 
tenements of both principal and sureties. 

Inasmuch as Edoubt both that the claim against him 
(Swartwout,) has been truly stated, and that the summary 
process to obtain it has been constitutionally issued by the 
Solicitor of the Treasury, I beg leave to decline any offi- 
cial connexion with it. Under these circumstances, I can 
not consent to become the instrument of their destruction. 
My office of district attorney of the United States, is there- 
fore hereby surrendered to you, with the bope that you 
will speedily direct an account to be stated between the 
Treasury Department and myself, in order that I may be 
absolved from any personal liabilities in the premises. 

The amounts of costs due to me for the unfinished busi- ~ 
ness of the office I hold, will far exceed that which Ihave 
recently received from debtors of the Government, and 
will, upon a final adjustment, entirely acquit me of any.in- 
debtedness to it. ¥ 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, 
¥our obedient servant, 
WILLIAM M. PRICE, 
District Attorney for the Southern District of New York. 


(> What good would a law making embezz!e- 
ment felony, or an Investigating Committee of 
Congress have done in this case? The mischief 
is that the first evil you know of these Sub-Trea- 
surers, they have bolted. We must have an hon- 
ester breed of Public Officers, or Thirty Millions 
a year will not support the Government much 
longer. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 
TO THE TWO HOUSES OF CONGRESS. 


Citizens of the Senate 
eier- and ; of Representatives : 

I congratulate you on the favorable circumstances in the 
condition of our country, under which you re-assemble for 
the performance of your official duties. Though the anti- 
cipations of an abundant harvest have not every where been 
realized, yet, on the whole, the labors of the husbandman 
are rewarded with a bountiful return; industry prospers in 
its various channels of business and enterprize; general 
health again prevails through our vast diversity of climate ; 
nothing threatens, from abroad, the continuance of external 
peace; nor has any thing at home impaired the strength of 
those fraternal and domestic ties which constitute the only 
guaranty to the success and permanency of our happy Un- 
ion, which, formed in the hour of peril, have 5 we 
been honorably sustained through every vicissitude in our 

ional affairs. These blessings, which evince the care 
and beneficence of Providence, call for devout and fervent 

e. 

We have not less reason to be grateful for other boun- 
ties bestowed by the same munificent hand, and more ex- 
clusively our own. 

The present year closes the first half century of our fede- 
ral institutions; and our system—differing from all others 
in the acknowledged, practical, and unlimited operation 
which it has for so long a period given to the sovereignty 
of the people—has now been fully tested by experience. 

’ The constitution devised by our forefathers as the frame 
work and bond of that system, then untried, has become a 


tecting the great principles upon which it was founded, but 
wonderfully promoting individual happiness and private in- 
terests. Though subject to change and entire revocation, 
whenever deemed inadequate to all these purposes, yet 
such is the wisdom of its construction, and so stable has 
been the public sentiment, that it remains unaltered, except 
in matters of detail, comparatively unimportant. It has 
proved amply sufficient for the various emergencies incident 
toour condition as a nation. A formidable foreign war; 

itating collisions between domestic and, in some respects, 
rival soyereignties; temptations to interfere in the intes- 
tine commotions of neighboring countries; the dangerous 
influences that arise in periods of excessive prusperity ; and 
the anti republican tendencies of associated wealth—these, 
with other trials notless formidable, have all been encoun- 
tered, and thus far successfully resisted. 

lt was reserved for the American Union to test the ad- 
vantages of a Government entirely dependent on the con- 
tinual exercise of the popular will; and our experience has 
shown that it is as beneficent in practice as it is just in the- 
ery. Pach successive Change made in our local institu- 
tions has contributed to extend the right of suffrage, has 
increased the direct influence of the mass of the communi-> 
ty, given greater freedom to individual exertion, and re- 
stricted, more and more, the powers of Government; yet 
the intelligence, prudence, and patriotism of the people 
have kept pace with this augmented responsibility. In no 
opunity education been so widely diffused. Domestic 
peace nowhere so largely reigned. The close bonds 
of social intercourse have in no instance prevailed with 
such harmony over a space so vast. All forms of religion 
have united, for the first time, to diffuse charity and piety, 
because, for the first time in the history of nations, all have 
been totally untrammelled, and absolutely free. Thedeep- 
est recesses of the wilderness have been penetrated; yet, 
instead of the rudeness in the social condition consequent 
upon.such adventures elsewhere, numerous communities 

ve sprung up, already unrivalled in prosperity, general 
intelligence, internal tranquillity, and the wisdom of their 
political institutions. Internal improvement, the fruit of 
individual enterprise, fostered by the protection of the 
States, has added new links to the confederation, and fresh 
rewards to provident industry. Donbtful questions of do- 
mestic policy have been quietly settled by mutual forbear- 
ance; and agriculture, commerce and manufactures, minis- 
ter toeach other. Taxation and public debt, the burdens 
which bear so heavily upon all other countries, have pres- 
sed with comparative lightness upon us. Without one en- 
tangling alliance, our friendship is prized by every nation; 


and the rights of our citizens are every where respected, | P® 


because they are known to be guarded bya united, sensitive 
and watchful people. 

To this practical operation of our institutions, so evident 
and successful, we owe that inc attachment to them 
which is among the most cheering exhibitions of popular 
sentiment, and will prove their best security, in time to 
come, against foreign or domestic assault. 

This review of the results of our institutions, for half a 
century, without exciting a spirit of vain exultation, should 
serve to impress upon us the great principles from which 
they bave sprung; constant and direct supervision by the 

over every public measure; strict forbearance on 
part of the Government from exercising any doubtful or 
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ference with concerns which proper! belong, and are best 
left, to State regulation and i ieldecbantontans 

Full information of the state of our foreign affairs having 
been recently, on different occasions, submitted to Con- 
gress, I deem it necessary now to bring to your notice onl 
such events as have subsequently occurred, or are of ok 
importunce as to require particular attention. 

he most amicable dispositions continue to be exhibited 
by all the nations with whom the Government and citizens 
of the United States have an habitual intercourse. At the 
date of my last annual message, Mexico was the only na- 
tion which could not be included in so gratifying a refer- 
ence to our foreign relations. 

I am happy to be now able to inform you that an advance 
has been made towards the adjustment of our difficulties 
with that Republic, and the restoration of the customary 
good feeling between the two nations. This important 
change has been effected by conciliatory negotiations, that 
have resulted in the conclusion of a treaty between the two 
Governments, which, when ratified, will refer to the arbi- 
trament of a friendly power all the subjects of controversy 
between us growing out of injuries to individuals. _ There 
is, at present, also reason to believe that an adequate set- 
tlement of all disputed points will'be attained without fur- 
ther difficulty or unnecessary delay, and thus authorize the 
free resumption of diplomatic intercourse with our sister 
Republic. 

With respect to the northeastern boundary of the United 
States, no official correspondence between this Government 
and that of Great Britain has passed since that communi- 
cated to Congress towards the close of their last session. 
The offer to negotiate a convention for the appointment of 
joint commission of survey and exploration, Lam, how- 
ever, assured will be met by Her Majesty’s Government in 
a conciliatory and friendly spirit, and ins:ructions to enable 
the British Minister here to conc ude such an arrangement 
will be transmitted to him without needless delay. It is 
hoped and expected that these instructions will be of a lib- 
eral character, and that this negotiation, if successful, will 
prove to be an important step towards the satisfactory and 
final adjustment of the controversy. 

I had hoped that the respect for the laws and regard for 
the peace and honor of their own country, which has ever 
characterized the citizens of the United States, would have 
prevented any portion of them from using any means to = 
mote insurrection in the territory of a power with which 
we are at peace, and with which the United States are desi- 
rous of maintaining the most friendly relations. I regret 
deeply, however, to be obliged to inform you that this has 
not been the case. Information has been given'to me, de- 
rived from official and other sources, that many citizens of 
the United States have associated together to make hostile 
incursions from our territory into Canada, and to aid and 
abet insurrection there, in violation of the obligations and 
laws of the United States, and in open disregard of their 
own duties as citizens. This information has been in part 
confirmed, by a hostile invasion actually made by citizens 
of the United States, in conjunction with Canadians and 
others, and accompanied by a foreible seizure of the prop- 
erty of our citizens, and an application thereof to the pro- 
secution of military operations against the authorities and 
people of Canada. 

The-results of these criminal assaults upon the peaceand 
order of a neighboring country have been, as was to be ex- 
pected, fatally destructive to the misguided or deluded 
persons engaged in them, and highly injurious to those in 
whose behalf they are professed to have been undertaken. 
The authorities in Canada, from intelligence received of 
such intended movements among our citizens, have felt 
themselves obliged to take precautionary measures against 
them; have actually embodied the militia, and assumed an 
attitude to repel the invasion to which they believed the col- 
onies were exposed from the United States. A state of 
feeling on both sides of the frontier has thus been produced, 
which called for prompt and vigorous interference. If an 
insurrection existed in Canada, the amicable dis! tions 
of the United States towards Great Britain, as well as their 
duty to themselves, would Jead them to maintain a strict 
neutrality, and to restrain their citizens from all violations 
of thelaws which have been for its enforcement.— 
But this Government recognizes a still higher obligation to 
repress all attempts on the part of its citizens to disturb the 
ace of a country where order prevails, or has been re- 
established. Depredations by our citizens upon nations at 
peace with the United States, or combinations for commit- 
ting them, have at all times been regarded by the American 
Government and people with the greatest abhorrence.— 
Military incursions by our citizens into countriessosituated, 
and the commission of acts of violence on the members 
thereof, in order to effect a change in its government, or 
under any pretext whatever, have, from the commencement 
of our Government, been held equally criminal on the part 
of those engaged in them, and as much deserving of pun- 
ishment as would be the disturbance of the public peace by 
the perpetration of similar acts within our own te -— 

By no country or persons have these invaluable princi- 
ples of international law—principles, the strict observance 





disputed powers; and a cautious abstinence from all inter- 
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order in the oe — earnestly cherished or sa- 
respect y those great and good men who 
pra: dara and finally established, the iopendenes of 
ourown country. They promulgated and maintained them 
at an early and critical iod in our history; they were 
subsequently embodied in legislative enactments of a highly 
penal character, the faithful enforcement of which has hith- 
erto been, and will, { trust, always continue to be, regarded 
as a duty inseparably associated with the maintenance of 
our rational honor. 
That the people of the United States should feel an in- 
terest in the spread of. political institutions as free as they 
regard their own tobe, is natural; nor can a sincere solici- 
tude for the success of all those who are, at any time, in 
good faith struggling for their acquisition, be imputed to 
our citizens asa crime. With the entire freedom of opin 
ion, and an undisguised expression thereof, on their part, 
the Government has neither the right, nor, I trust, the dis- 
position to interfere. But whether the interest or the hon- 
or of the United States requires, that they should be made 
a party to any such struggle and by inevitable consequence, 
to the war which is waged in its support, is a question 
which, by our constitution, is wisely left to Congress alove 
to decide 
Itis, by the laws, already made criminal in our citizens 
to embarrass or anticipate that decision, by unauthorized 
military operations on their part. Offences of this charac- 
ter, in addition to their criminality as violations of the laws 
of our country, have a direct tendency to draw down upon 
our own citizens at large the multiplied eyils of a foreign 
war, and expose to injurious imputations the good faith and 
honor of the country. As such they deserve to be put down 
with promptitude and decision. I cannot be mistaken, I 
am confident, in counting on the cordial and general con- 
currence of our fellow-citizens in this sentiment. A copy 
of the proclamation which I have felt it my duty to issue, is 
herewith communicated. I cannot but hope that the good 
sense and patriotism, the regard forthe honor and reputa- 
tion of their country, the respect for the laws which they 
have themselves erected for their own government, and the 
love of order for which the mass of our people have been 
so long and so justly distinguished, will deter the compar- 
atively few who are engaged in them from a further prose- 
cution of such desperate enterprises. In the mean time, the 
existing laws have been, and will continue to be, faithfully 
executed; and every effort will be made to carry them out 
in their full extent. Whether they are sufficient or not, to 
meet the actual state of things on the Canadian frontier, it 
is for Congress to decide. 

It will appear from the correspondence herewith submit- 
ted, that the Government of Russia declines a renewal of 
the fourth article ofthe convention of April, 1824, between 
the United States and His Imperial Majesty, by the third 
article of which it is agreed that ‘‘ hereafter there shal] not 
be formed by the citizens of the United States, or under the 
authority of the said States, any establishment upon the 
northwest coast of America, nor in any of the islands adja 
cent, to the north of 54 deg. 40 min. of north latitude ; 
and that in the same manner there shal] be none formed 
by Russian subjects, or under the authority of Russia, south 
of the same el;”’ and by the fourth article, “that, 
during aterm of ten years, counting from the signature of 
the present convention, the ships of both powers, or which 
belong to their citizens or subjects respectively, may recip- 
rocally frequent, without any hindrance whatever, the inte- 
rior seas, gulfs, harbors, and creeks upon the coast men- 
tioned in the preceding article, for the purpose of fishing 
and trading with the natives ofthe country.” The reasons 
assigned for declining to renew the provisions of this arti- 
cle, are, briefly, that the only use made by our citizens of 
the privilege it secures to them, has been to supply the In- 
dians with spirituous liquors, ammunition and fire-arms; 
that this traffic has been excluded from the Russian trade; 
and as the supplies furnished from the United States are in- 
jurious to the Russian establishments on the northwest 
coast, and calculated to produce complaints between the 
two Governments, His Imperial Majesty thinks it for the 
interest of both countries pot to accede to the proposition 
made by the American Government for the renewal of the 
articles last referred to. 

The correspondence herewith communicated will show 
the grounds upon which we contend that the citizens of the 
United States have, independent of the provisions of the 
convention of 1824, a right to trade with the natives upon 
the coast in question, at unoccupied places, liable, howcv- 
er, it is admitted, to “be at any time extinguished by the 
creation of Russian establishments at such points. This 
right is denied by the Russian Government, which asserts 
that, by the operation of the treaty of 1324, each party 
agreed to waive the general right to land on the vacant 
coastson the respective sides of the degree of latitude re- 
ferred to, and accepted, in lieu thereof, the mutual privile- 
ges mentioned in the fourth article. The capital and ton- 
nage employed by our citizens in their trade with thenorth- 
west-coast of America, will, perhaps, on adverting to the 
éflicial statements of the commerce and navigation of the 
United States for the last few years, be deemed too incon- 
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siderable in amount to attract much attention; yet the sub- 
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ject may, in other respects, deserve the careful considera- 


tion of Congress. . 
"'. pete ane that the blockade of the ae ek a 
on the eastern coast of Mexico, which, in reser —> 


differences between that Republic and Franc 
ted in May last, unfortunately still continues, —- by a 
competent French naval force, and is necessarily = ¥" 
rassing to our trade in the gulf, in common with on} o 
other nations. Every disposition, however, is believ ch 
exist on the part of the French Government, to render is 
measure as little onerous as practicable to the interests of 
the citizens of the United States, and to those of neutral 
commerce ; and it is to be hoped that an early settlement 
of the difficulties between France and Mexico, will soon re- 
establish the harmonious relations formerly subsisting be- 
tween them, and again open the ports of that Republic to 
the vessels of all friendly nations. 

A convention for oaling that part of the boundary be- 
tween the United States and the Republic of Texas, which 
extends from the mouth of the Sabine to the Red river, 
was concluded and signed at this city on the 25th of April 
last. It has since been ratified by both Governments ; and 
seasonable measures will be taken to carry it into effect on 
the part of the United States. : SP - 

The application of that Republic for admission into this 
Union, made in August, 1837, and which was declined for 
reasons already made known to you, has been formally 
withdrawn, as will appear from the accompanying copy of 
the note of the Minister Plenipotentiary of Texas, which 
was presented to the Secretary of State on the occasion of 
the exchange of the ratifications of the convention above 
mentioned. , 

Copies of the convention with Texas, of a commercial 
treaty concluded with the King of Greece, and of a similar 
treaty with the Peru-Bolivian Confederation, the ratifica- 
tions of which have been recently exchanged, accompany 
this message for the information of Congress, and for such 
legislative enactments as may be found necessary or expe- 
dient in relation to either of them. : 

To watch over and foster the interests of a gradually in- 
creasing and widely extended commefce; to guard the 
rights of American citizens, whom business, or pleasure, 
or other motives, may tempt into distant climes, and at the 
same time to cultivate those sentiments of mutual respect 
and good will which experience has proved so beneficial in 
international intercourse, the Government of the United 
States has deemedit expedient, from time to time, to estab- 
lish diplomatic connections with different foreign States, 
by the appointment of representatives to reside within their 
respective territories. Iam gratified to be enabled to an- 
nounce to you that, since the close of your last session, 
these relations have been opened under the happiest auspi- 
ces with Austria and the Two Sicilies; that new nomina- 
tions have been made in the respective missions of Russia, 
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immediate accomplishment of the objects in view is not in- 
dispensable. 

When we call to mind the recent and extreme embar- 
rassments produced by excessive issues of bank paper, ag- 
gravated by the unforseen withdrawal of much foreign cap- 
ital, and the inevitable derangement arising from the dis- 
tribution of the surplus revenue among the States as requi- 
red by Congress; and consider the heavy expenses incur- 
red by the removal of the Indian tribes; by the military 
operations in Florida; and on account of the unusually 
large.appropriations made at the last two annual sessions 
of Congress for other objects; we have striking evidence, 
in the present efficient state of our finances, of the abund- 
ant resources of the country.to fulfil all its obligations. Nor 
is it less gratifying to find that the general business of the 
community, deeply aflected as it has been, is reviving with 
additional vigor, chastened by the lessons of the past, and 
animated by the hopes of the future. By the curtailment 
of paper issues; by curbing the sanguine and adventurous 
spirit of speoulation ; and by the honorable application of 
all available means to the fulfilment of obligations, confi- 
dence has been restored both at home and abroad, and 
— and facility has been secured to allthe operations of 

le. 

The agency of the Government in producing these re- 
sults has been as efficient as its powers and means permit- 
ted. By withholding from the States the deposite of the 
fourth instalment, and leaving several millions at lung cred- 
its with the banks, principally in one section of the country, 
and more immediately beneficial to it; and, at the same 
time, aiding the banks and commercial communities in oth- 
er sections, by postponing the payment of bonds for duties 
to the amount of between four and five millions of dollars; 
by an issue of Treasury notes as a means to enable the 
Government to meet the consequences of their indulgen- 
cies; but affording, at the same time, facilities for remit- 
tance and exchange ; and by steadily declining to employas 
general depositories ofthe public revenues, or receive the 
notes of allbanks which refuse to redeem them with spe- 
cie: by these measures, aided by the favorable action of 
some of the banks, and bythe support and co-operation of 
a large portion of the community, we have witnessed an 
early resumption of specie payments in our great commer- 
cial capital, promptly followed in almost every part of the 
United States. This result has been alike salutary to the 
true interests of agriculture, commerce and manufactures; 
to public morals, respect for the laws, and that confidence 
between man and man which is so essential in all our so- 
cial relations. 

The contrast between the suspension of 1814 and that 
of 1337 is most striking. The short duration of the latter; 
the prompt restoration of business; the evident benefits re- 
sulting from an adherence by the Government to the con- 
stitutional standard of value, instead of sanctioning the 








Brazil, Belgium, and Sweden and Norway, in thi ry; 
and thata Minister Extraordinary has been received, ac- 
credited to this Government from the Argentine Confede- 
ration. 

An exposition of the fiscal affairs of the Government, and 
of their condition fur the past year, will be made to you by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The available balance in the Treasury, on the 1st of Jan- 
uary next, is estimated at $2,765,342. The receipts of the 
year, from customs and lands, will probably amount to 
$20,615,598. These usual sources of revenue have been 
increased by an issue of Treasury notes ; of which less than 
eight millions of dollars, including interest and principal, 
will be outstanding at the end of the year, and by the sale 
of one of the bonds of the Bank of the United States, for 
$2,254,871. The aggregate of means from these and oth- 
er sources, with the balance on hand the first of January 
last, has been applied to the payment of appropriations by 
Congress. The whole expenditure for the year on their 
account, including the redemption of more than eight mill- 
ions of Treasury notes, constitutes an aggregate of about 
forty millions of duilars, and will still leave in the Treasury 
the balance before stated. 

Nearly eight millions of dollars of Treasury notes are to 
be paid during the coming year, in additionto the ordinary 
appropriations for the support of Government. For both 
these purposes, the resources of the Treasury will undoubt- 
edly be sufficient, ifthe charges upon it are not increased 
beyond the annual estimates. No excess, however, is like- 
ly to exist; nor can the postponed instalment of the surplus 
revenue be deposited with the States, nor any considerable 
appropriations beyond the estimates ba made, without caus- 
ing a deficiency in the Treasury. The great caution, advi- 
sable at all times, of limiting appropriations to the wants of 
the public service, is rendered nece: at present by the 
prospective and rapid reduction of the tariff; while the vi- 
gilant jealousy, evidently excited among the people by the 
occurrences of the last few years, assures us that they ex- 
pect from their representatives, and wil! sustain them in the 
exercise of, most rigid economy. Much can be effected by 
postponing appropriations not immediately required for the 
ordinary public service, or for any pressing emergency ; and 
much by reducing the expenditures where the entire and 





Pp m by the receipt of irredeemable paper; and the 
advantages derived from the large amount of specie intro- 
duced into the country previous to 1837, afford a valuable 
illustration of the true policy of the Government in such a 
crisis. Norcan the comparison fail to remove the impres- 
sion that a national bank is necessary in such emergencies. 
Not only were specie payments resumed without its aid, 
but exchanges havealso been more rapidly restored than 
when it existed; thereby showing that private capital, en- 
terprise, and prudence are fully adequate to these ends — 
On all these points experience seems to have confirmed the 
views heretofore submitted to Congress. We have been 
saved the mortification of seeing the distresses cf the com- 
munity for the third time seized on to fasten upon the coun- 
try so dangerous an institution: and we may also hope, 
that the business of individuals will hereafter be relieved 
from the injurious effects of a continued agitution of that 
disturbing subject. ‘The limited influence of a national 
bank in averting derangement in the exchanges of thecoun- 
try, or in compelling the resumption of specie payments, is 
now not less apparent than its tendency to increase inordin- 
ate speculation by sudden expansions and vontractions; its 
disposition to create panic and embarrassment for the pro- 
motion of its own designs; its interference with politics; 
and its far greater power for evil than for good, either in 
regard tothe local institutions or the operations of Govern- 
ment itself. What was in these respects but apprehen- 
sion or opinion when a national bank was first established, 
now stands confirmed by humiliating experience. The 
scenes through which we have passed, conclusively prove 
how little our commerce, agriculture, manufactures, or fi- 
nances, require such an institution,and what dangers are 
attendant on its power—a power, I trust, never to be con- 
ferred by the American People upon their Government, and 
still leas upon individuals not responsible to them for its un- 
avoidable abuses. 

My conviction of the necessity of further legislative pro- 
visions for the safe keeping and disbursement of the public 
moneys, and my opinion in regard to the measures'best a- 
dapted to the accomplishment of these objects, have been 
already submitted to you. These have been strengthened 
by recent events; and, in the full conviction that time and 
experience must still further demonstrate their propricty, I 














fecl it my duty, with respectful deference to the conflicting 
views of others, again to invite your attention to them. 

With the exception of limited sums deposited in the few 
banks still employed under the act of 1836, the amounts 
received for duties, and, with very inconsiderable excep 
tions, those accruing from lands, also, have, since the gen_ 
eral suspension of specie payments by the deposite banks 
been kept and disbursed by the Treasurer, under his gene’ 
ral legal powers, subject to the superintendence of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. The propriety of defining more 
specifically, and of regulating by law, the exercise of this 
wide scope of Executive discretion, has been already sub 
mitted to Congress. 

A change in the office of Collector at one of our princi- 
pal ports, has brought to light a defalcation of the gravest 
character, the particulars of which will be laid before you 
in a special report from the Secretary of the Treasury. By 
his report and the accompanying documents, it will be seen 
that the weekly returns of the defaulting officer appecenay 
exhibited, throughout, a faithful administration of the af- 
fairs intrusted to his management. It, however, now ap- 
pears that he commenced abstracting the public moneys 
shortly after his appointment, and continued to do so, pro- 
gressively increasing the amount, for the term of more 
than seven years, embracing a portion of the period during 
which the public moneys were deposited in the Bank of 
the United States, the whole of that of the state bank de- 
posite system, and concluding only on his retirement from 
office, after that system had substantially failed, in conse- 
quence of the suspension of specie payments. 

The way in which this defalcation was so long concealed, 
and the steps taken to indemnify the United States, as far 
as practicable, against loss, will also be presented to you. 
The case is one which imperatively claims the attention of 
Congress, and furnishes the strongest motive for the estab- 
lishment of a more severe and secure system for the safe- 
keeping and disbursement of the public moneys, than any 
that has heretofore existed. 

It seems proper, at all events, that, by an early enact- 
ment, similar to that of ether countries, the application of 
public money by an officer of Government to private uses, 
should be made a felony, and visited with severe and igno- 
minious punishment. This is already, in effect, the law in 
respect to the mint, and has been productive of the most 
salutary results. Whatever system is adopted, such an 
enactment would be wise as an independent measure, since 
much of the public moneys must, in their collectien and ul- 
timate disbursement, pass twice through the hands of pub- 
lic officers, in whatever way they are intermediately kept. 
The Government, it must be admitted, has been from its 
commencement comparatively fortunate in this respect.— 
But the appointing power cannot always be well advised 
in its selections, and the experience of every country has 
shown that public officers are not at all times proof against 
temptation. It isa duty, therefore, which the Government 
owes, as well to the interests committed to its care as to 
the officers themselves, to provide every guard against 
transgressions of this character, that is consistent with 
reason and humanity. Congress cannot be too jealous of 
the conduct of those who are intrusted with the public mo 
ney, and shall at all times be disposed to encourage a 
watchful discharge of this duty. 

If a more direct co-operation on the part of Congress, in 
the supervision of the conduct of the officers intrusted with 
the custody and application of the public money, is deetned 
desirable, it will give me pleasure to assist in the establish- 
ment of any judicious and constitutional plan by which that 
object may be accomplished. You will, in your wisdom, 
determine upon the propriety of adopting such a plan, and 
upon the measure necessary to its effectual execution.— 
When the late Bank of the United States was incorporated, 
and made the depository of the public moneys, a right was 
reserved to Congress to inspect, at its pleasure, by a com- 
mittee of that body, the books and the proceedings of the 
bank. In one of the States whose banking institutions are 
supposed to rank amongst the first in point of stability, 
they are subjected to constant examination by commission- 
ers appointed for that purpose, and much of the success of 
its banking system is attributed to this watchful supervis- 
ion. The samecourse has also, in view of its beneficial 
eration, been adopted by an adjoining State, favorably 
known for the care it has bestowed upon whatever relates 
to its financial concerns. 

I submit to your consideration whether a committee of 
Congress might not be profitably employed in inspecting, 
at such intervals as might be deomsl proper, the affairs 
and accounts of officers intrusted with the custody of the 
public moneys. The frequent performance of this duty 
might be made obligatory on the committee in respect to 
those officers who have large sums in their possession, and 
left discretionary’ in respect to others. They might report 
to the Executive such defalcations as were found to exist, 
with a view to a prompt removal from office, unless the de- 
fault was satisfactorily accounted for; and report also, to 
Congress, at the commencement of each session, the 
oftheir examinations and proceedings. It does a to 
me that, with a subjection of this class of public to 
the general supervision of the Executive, to examinations 
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bate felony for every breach of trist, the safe keeping of 
° ublic moneys, under the system proposed, might be 
on a surer poner oe bn it eg ever occupied 
ishment of the Governmeut. 

ate of the Treasury will lay before you addi- 
onal information containing new details on this interesting 
abject. To these I ask your early attention. That it 
could have given rise to great diversity of opinion cannot 
\e a subject of surprise. After the collection and custody 
yf the public moneys had been for so many years connect- 
ad with, and made subsidiary to, the advancement of pri- 
vate interests, a return to the simple and self-denying or- 
‘dinances of the Constitution could not but be difficult. But 
time and free discussion eliciting the sentiments of the 
people, and aided by that conciliatory spirit which has 
ever characterized their course on great emergencies, were 
relied upon for a satisfactory settlement of the question. 
Already has this anticipation on one important point at 
jeast—the impropriety of diverting public money to private 
n fully realized. There is no reason to sup- 
a that legislation upon that branch of the subject would 
now be embarrassed by a difference of opinion, or fail to 
receive the cordial support of a large majority of our con- 
stituents. 
The connection which formerly existed between the 
Government and the Banks, was in reality injurious to 
both, as well as to the general interests of the community 
at-large. It aggravated the disasters of trade and the de- 
rangements of commercial intercourse, and administared 
new excitement and additional means to wild and reckless 
speculations, the disappointments of which threw the coun- 
try into convulsions and panic, and all but produced vio- 
lence and bloodshed. The imprudent expansion of Bank 
credits, which was the natural result of the command of 
the revenues of the State, furnished the resources for un- 
bounded license in every species of adventure, seduced in- 
dustry from its regular and salutary occupations by the 
of abundance without labor, and deranged the social 
state by tempting all trades and professions into the vortex 
ofs peculation on remote contingencies. 
The same wide-spreading influence impeded the resources 
of the Government, curtailed its useful operations,embarrass- 
ed the fulfilment of its obligations, and seriously interfered 
with the execution of the laws. Large appropriations and 
oppressive taxes are the natural consequences of such a 
connection, since they increase the profits of those who are 
alowed to use the public funds, and make it their interest 
that money should be accumulated and expenditures multi- 
plied. It is thus that a concentrated money power is 
tempted to become an active agent in political affairs, and 
all past experience has showed on which side that influence 
will be arrayed. We deceive ourselves if we suppose that 
it will ever be found asserting and supporting the rights of 
- community at large, in opposition to the claims of the 

Ww. 
In a Government whose distinguishing characteristic 
should be a diffusion and equalization of its benefits and 
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burdens, the advantage of individuals will be augmented at 
the expense of the mass of the People. Nor is it the na- 
ture edeumblensites for the acquisition of legislative influ- 
ence to.confine their interference to the single object for 
which they were originally formed. The temptation to 
extend it to other matters, is, on the contrary, not unfre- 
quently too strong to be resisted. The influence, in the 
direction of public affairs, of the community at large, is, 
therefore, in no slight danger of being sensibly and injuri- 
onsly affected by giving to a comparatively small, but very 
efficient class, a direct and exclusive personal interest in so 
important a portion of the legislation of Congress as that 
which relates to the custody of the Public Moneys. If 
laws acting upon private interests cannot always be avoid- 
ed, they should be confined within the narrowest limits, 
and left, wherever possible, to the Legislatures of the 
States. When not thus restricted, they lead to combina- 
tions of powerful associations, foster an influence necessa- 
rily selfish, and turn the fair course of legislation to sinis- 
ter enda, rather than to objects that advance public liberty, 
and promote the general good. 

The whole subject now rests with you, and I cannot but 
express a hope that some definite measure will be adopted 
at the present session. 

It will not, I am sure, be deemed out of place for me 
here to remark, that the declaration of my views in oppo- 
sition to the policy of employing Banks as depositories of 
the Government funds, cannot justly be construed as indi- 
cative of hostility, official or personal, to those institutions ; 
or to repeat, in this form, and in connection with this sub- 
ject, opinions which I have uniformly entertained, and on 
pa we 9 occasions expressed. Though always opposed 
to their creation in the form of exclusive privileges, and, 
us a State magistrate, aiming by appropriate legislation to 
secure the community against the consequences of their 
occasional mismanagement, I have yet ever wished to see 
them protected in the exercise of rights conferred by law, 
and have never doubted their utility, when properly man- 
aged, in promoting the interests of trade, and through that 
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channel, the other interests of the community. To the 
General Government they present themselves merely as 
State institutions, having no necessary connection with its 
legislation or its administration. Like other State estab- 
lishments, they may be used or not in conducting the affairs 
of the Government, as public policy and the general inter- 
ests of the Union may seem to require. The only safe or 
proper principle upon which their intercourse with the 
Government can be regulated, is that which regulates their 
intercourse with the private citizen—the conferring of mu- 
tual benefits. . 

When the Government can accomplish a financial ope- 
ration better with the aid of the Banks than without, it 
should be at liberty to seek that aid as it would the services 
of a private banker, or other capitalists or agents, giving 
the preference to those who will serve it on the best terms. 
Nor can there ever exist an interest in the officéfs of the 
General Government, as such, inducing them to embarrass 
or annoy the State Banks, any more than to incur the hos- 
tility of any other class of State institutions, or of private 
citizens. It is not in the nature of things that hostility to 
those institutions can spring from this source, or any oppo- 
sition tu their course of business, except when they them- 
selves depart from the objects of their creation, and at- 
tempt to usurp powers not conferred upon them, or to sub 
vert the standard of value established by the constitution. 
While opposition to their regular operations cannot existin 
this quarter, resistance to any attempt to make the Govern- 
ment dependent upon them for the successful administra- 
tion of public affairs, is a matter of duty, asI trust it ever 
will be of inclination, no matter from what motive or con- 
sideration the attempt may originate. 

{t is no more than just to the Banks to say, that, in the 
late emergency, most of them firmly resisted the strongest 
temptations to extend their paper issues, when apparently 
sustained in a saspension of specie payments by public 
opinion, even though in some cases iuvited by legislative 
enactments. ‘To this honorable course, aided by the re- 
sistance of the General Government, acting in obedience 
to the Constitution and Laws of the United States, te the 
introduction of an irredeemable paper medium, may be at- 
tributed, in a great degree, the speedy restoration of our 
currency to a sound state, and the business of the country 
to its wonted prosperlty. The Banks have but to continue 
in the same safe course, and be content in their appropriate 
sphere, to avoid all interference from the General Govern- 
ment, and to derive from it all the protection and benefits 
which it bestows on other State establishments, on the Peo- 
ple of the States, and on the States themselves. In this, 
their true position, they cannot but secure the confidence 
and guod will of the People and the Government, which 
they can only lose when, leaping from their legitimate 
sphere, they attempt to control the legislation of the coun- 
try, and pervert the operations of the Government to their 
own purposes. 

Our experience under the act passed at the last session, 
to grant pre-emption rights to settlers on the Public Lands, 
has as yet been too limited to enable us to pronounce with 
safety upon the efficiency of its provisions to carry out the 
wise and liberal policy of the Government in that respect. 
There is, however, the best reason to anticipate favorable 
results from its operation. The recommendations former- 
ly submitted to you, in respect to a graduation of the price 
of the public lands, remain to be finally acted upon. Hav- 
ing found no reason to change the views then expressed, 
your attention to them is again respectfully requested. 

Every proper exertion has been made, and will be con- 
tinued, to carry out the wishes of Congress in relation to 
the tebacco trade, as indicated in the several resolutions of 
the House. of Representatives and the legislation of the 
two branches. A favorable impression, has, I trust, been 
made in the different foreign countries to which particular 
attention has been directed, and although we cannot hope 
for an early change in their policy, as in many of them a 
convenient and large revenue is derived from monopolies in 
the fabrication and sale of this article, yet as these mo- 
nopolies are really injurious to the people where they are 
established, and the revenue derived from them may be 
less injuriously, and with equal facility obtained from ano- 
ther and a liberal system of administration, we can not 
doubt that our efforts will be eventually crowned with suc- 
cess, if persisted in with temperate firmness, and sustained 
by prudent legislation. 

In recommending to Congress the adoption of the ne- 
cessary provisions at this session for tuking the next Census, 
or enumeration of the inhabitants of the United States, the 
suggestion presents itself whether the scope of the mea- 
sure might not be usefully extended, by causing it to em- 
brace authentic. statistical returns of the great interests 
specially entrusted to, or necessarily affected by, the legis- 
lation ot Congress. 

The accompanying Report of the Secretary of War pre- 
sents @ satisfactory account of the state of the army, and 
of the several branches of the public service confided to 
the superintendence of that officer. 

. The law increasing and organizing the military estab- 
lishment of the United States has been nearly carried 
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tensively and usetully 








into effect, and the army has been ex 
open during the past season. 
41 would again call to your notice the subjec 
with and essential to the military defences "of oo 
which were submitted to you at the last session, but which 
were not acted upon, as is supposed, for want of time 
The most important of them is the orgamzation.of the mi- 
litia on the maritime and inland frontiers. This, measure 
is deemed important, as it is believed that it will furnish an 
effective volunteer force in aid of the regular army, and 
may form the basis for a general system of pA for 
the eutire militia of the United States. The erection of 
a National foundery and gunpowder manufactory, and one 
for making small arms, the latter to be situated "at some 
——— of the Alleghany Mountains, all appear to be 
of sufhcient importance i 
_— Pp to be again urged upon your at- 
The plan proposed by the Secretary o i 
tribution of the forces of the United — ‘a > onl 
peace, is well calculated to promote regularity and atone 
my in the fiscal administration of the service, to ~~! 
serve the discipline of the troops, and to render hom one. 
able for the maintainance of the peace und tranquili a 
the country. With this view likewise, I cuuaet ry - 
adoption of the plan - presented by that officer for the a 
fence of the western frontier. The preservation of the 
lives and property of our fellow-citizens who are settled 
upon that border country, as well as the existence of th 
Indian population, which might be tempted by our on of 
preparation to rush on their own destruction and om : k 
the white settlenents, all seem to require that thi bjec 
should be acted upon without delay, and the War Dope og 
ment authorized to place that country in a state of . 
plete detence against any assault fram the nume ena 
warlike tribes which are congregated on that bediens a 
It affords me sincere pleasure to be able to a i 
of the entire removal of the Cherokee nation oF Indi ie, 
to their new homes West of the Mississippi. Tho usa. 
ures authorized by Congress at its last session with a ed 
to the long standing controversy with them have had 
the happiest effects. By an agreement concluded with 
them by the commanding general in that country, who 
has performed the duties assigned to him om the farm 
with commendable energy and humanity, their removal has 
been principally under the conduct of their own chiefs, and 
they have emigrated without any apparent reluctanc e 
The successful accomplishment of this imporiant object ; 
the removal, also, of the entire Creek nation, with as n- 
ception of a small number of fugitives amongst the Semi- 
noles in Florida: the progress already made towards a 
speedy removal of the Chickasaws, the Choctaws the Pot- 
tawatamies, the Ottawas, and the Chippewas with the ex- 
tensive purchases of Indian lands during the present year, 
have rendered the speedy and successful results of the long 
established policy of the Government upon the subject bs 
Indian affairs, entirely certain. The occasion is rn ed 
deemed a proper one to place this. policy in such a point of 
view as will exonerate the Government of the United 
States from the undeserved reproach which has ,been cast 
upon it through several successive administrations. That 
a mixed occupancy of the same territory, by the white and 
red man, is incompatible with the safety or happiness of 
either, is a position in respect to which there has long since 
ceased to be room for a difference of opinion. Reason and 
experience have alike demonstrated its impracticability. 
The bitter fruits of every attempt heretofore to overcome 
the barriers interposed by Nature, have only been destruc- 
tion, both physical and moral, to the Indian; dangerous 
conflicts of authority between the Federal and State Go- 
yeeros and ie to the individual prosperity of 
e citizen, as well as t } i 
nine o the geueral improvement of the 
The remedial policy, the principles of which were settled 
more than thirty years ago, under the administration of Mr. 
Jefferson, consists in an extinction, for a fair consideration 
of the title to all the lands still occupied by the Indians 
within the States and Territories of the United States; 
their removal to a country west of the Mississippi, much 
more extensive, and better adapted to their condition than 
that on which they then resided ; the guarantee to them, 
by the United States, of their exclusive possession of that 
country forever, exempt from all intrusions by white men, 
with ample provisions for their security aguinst external 
violence and internai dissensions, and the extension to 
them of suitable facilities for their advancement in civili- 
zation. This has not becn the policy of particular adminis« 
trations only, but of each in succession eince the first at- 
tempt to carry it out under that of Mr. Monroe. All have 
labored for its accomplishment, only with different degrees 
of success. The manner of its execution has, it is true, 
from time to time given rise to conflicts of opinion and un- 
Just Imputations ; but in respect to the wisdom and neces- 
sity of the policy itself, there has not, from the beginning; 
existed a doubt in the mind of any calm, judicious, disin- 
terested friend of the Indian race, accustomed to reflection 
and enlightened by experience 








_Oceupying the double character of contractor on its own 
account, and guardian for the parties contracted with, it 
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was hardly to be expected that the dealings of the Federal | though they have in some instances removed reluctantly | attention to their safety; and a smal === 


Governmeut with the Indian tribes would escape misrepre- 
gentation. That there occurred in the early settlement of 
this country, as in all others where the civilized race has 
succecded the possessions of the savage, instances of op- 
pression and fraud on the part of the former, there is too 
much reason to believe. No such offences can, however, 
be justly charged upon this Government since it became 
free to pursue its own course. Its dealings with the Indi- 
an tribes have been just and friendly throughout; its ef- 
forts for their civilization constant, and directed by the best 
fe2lings of humanity; its watchfulness in protecting them 
from individual frauds, unremitting; its forbearance under 
the keenest provocations, the deepest injuries, and the 
most flagrant outrages, may challenge at least a comparison 
with any nation, ancient or modern, in similar circum- 
stances. and if, in future times, a powerful, civilized, and 
happy nation ef Indians shall be found to exist within the 
limits of this northern continent, it will be owing to the 
consummation of that policy which has been so unjustly as- 
sailed. Only a very brief reference to facts in confirmation 
of this assertion can in this form be given, and you are, 
therefore, necessarily referred to the report of the Secreta- 
ry of War for further details. 

To the Cherokees, whose case has perhaps excited the 
greatest share of attention and sympathy, the United States 
have granted in fee, with a perpetual guaranty of exclusive 
and ble p ion, 13,554,135 acres of land, on the 
west side of the Mississippi, eligibly situated, in a healthy 
climate, and in all respects better suited to their condition 
than the country they have left, in exchange for only 9,492,- 
160 acres on the east side of the same river. The United 
States have in addition stipulated to pay them five mil- 
lions six hundred thousand dollars for their interest in, and 
improvements on the lands thus relinquished, and one mil- 
lion one hundred and sixty thousand dollars for subsisteuce 
and other beneficial purposes; thereby putting it in their 
power to become one of the most wealthy and independent 
separate communities, of the same extent, in the world. 

y the treaties made and ratified with the Miamies, 
the Chippeways, the Sioux, the Sacs and Foxes, and the 
Winnebagoes, during the last year, the Indian title to eigh- 
teen million four hundred and fifty-eight thousand acres 
has been extinguished. These purchases have been much 
more extensive than those of any previous year, and have, 
with other Indian expenses, bore very heavily upon the 
Treasury. They leave, however, but a small quantity of 
unbought Indian lands within the States and Territories; 
and the Legislature and Executive were equally sensible 
of the propriety of a final and more speedy extinction of 
Indian titles within those limits. The treaties which were, 
with a single exception, made in pursuance of previous 
appropriations for defraying theexpenses, have subsequent- 
ly been ratified by the Senate, and received the sanction of 
Congress by the appropriations necessary to carry them 
into effect. Of the terms upon which these important ne- 
gotiations were concluded, I can speak from direct knowl- 
edge; and I feel no difficulty in affirming that the interest 
of the Indians in the extensive territory embraced by them, 
is to be paid for at its fair value, and that no more favora- 
ble terms have been granted to the United States than 
would have been reasonably expected in a negotiation with 
civilized men, fully capable of appreciating and protecting 
their own rights. For the Indian title to 116,349,897 a- 
cres acquired since the 4th of March, 1829, the United 
States have paid $72,560,056, in permanent annuities, 
lands, ‘reservations for Indians, expenses of removal and 
subsistence, merchandize, mechanical and agricultural es- 
tiblishments, and implements. 

When the heavy expenses incurred by the United States, 
and the circumstance that so large a portion of the entire 
territory will be for ever unsaleable, are considered, and 
this price is compared with that for which the United 
States sell their own lands, no one can doubt that justice 
has been done to the Indians in these purchases also. 
Certain it is, that the transactions of the Federal Govern- 
ment with the Indians have been uniformly characterized 
by a sincere and paramount desire to promote their wel- 
fare; and it must be a source of the highest gratification to 
every friend to justice and humnity to learn that, notwith- 
standing the obstructions from time to time thrown in its 
way, and the difficulties which have arisen from the pe- 
culiar and impracticable nature of the Indian character, 
the wise, humane, aud undeviating policy of the Govern- 
ment in this, the most difficult of all our relations, foreign 
or domestic, has at length been justified to the world in its 
near approachtoa happy and certain consummation. 

The condition of the tribes which occupy the country set 
apart for them in the West, is highly prosperous, and en- 
sourages the hope of their early civilization. They have, 
for the most part, abandoned the hunter state, and turned 
their attentionto agricultural pursuits. All those who have 
been established for any length of time in that fertile re- 
gion, maintain themselves by their own industry. There 
-are among them traders of no inconsiderable capital, and 
planters exporting cotton to some extent; but the greater 
number are small agriculturists, living in comfort upon 


the produce of their farms. The recent emigrants, al- 
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have readily acquiesced in their unavoidable destiny. They 
have found at once a recompense for past sufferings, and 
an incentive to iudustrious habits, in the abundance and 
comforts around them. There is reason to believe that 
all these tribes are friendly in their feelings towards the 
United States; and it is to be hoped that the acquisition of 
individual wealth, the pursuits of agriculture, and habits 
of industry will gradually subdue their warlike propensi- 
ties, and incline them to maintain peace among them- 
selves. 

Tu effect this desirable object, the attention of Congress 
is solicited to the measures recommended by the Secre- 
tary of War for their future government and protection, as 
well from each other as from the hostility of the warlike 
tribes around them, and the intrusions of the whites. The 
policy of the Government has given them a permanent 
home, and guaranteed to them its peaceful and undis- 
turbed pessession. It only remains to give them a gov- 
ernment and laws which will encourage industry, and se- 
cure to them the rewards of their exertions. ‘Ihe impor- 
tance of some form of government cannot be too much 
insisted upon. ‘The earliest effects will be to diminish 
the causes and occasions for hostilities among the tribes, 
to inspire an interest in the observance of the laws to 
which they will have themselves assented, and to multiply 
the securities of property, and the motives for self-im- 
provement.—Intimately connected with this subject, is the 
establishment of military defences recommended by the 
Secretary of War, which has been already referred to. 
Without them, the Government will be powerless to re- 
deem its pledges of protection to the emigrating Indians 
against the numerous warlike tribes that surround them, 
and to provide for the safety of the frontier settlers of 
the bordering States. 

The case of the Seminoles constitutes at present the 
only exception to the successful efforts of the Government 
to remove the Indians to the homes assigned them West 
of the Mississippi’ Four hundred of this tribe emigrated 
in 1836, and 1500 in 1837 and 1838, leaving in the coun- 
try, itis supposed, about 2,000 Indians. The continued 
treacherous conduct of these people; the savage and un- 
provoked murders they have lately committed, butchering 
whole families of the settlers of the Territory, without dis- 
tinction of age or sex, and making their way into the very 
centre and heart of the country, so that no part of it is 
free from their ravages; their frequent attackson the light- 
houses along that dangerous coast; and the barbarity with 
which they have murdered the passengers and crews of 
such vessels as have been wrecked upon the reefs and keys 
which border the Gulf, leave the Government no alterna- 
tive but to continue the military operations against them un- 
til they are totally expelled from Florida, 

There are other motives which would urge the Govern- 
ment to pursue this course towards the Seminoles. The 
United States have fulfilled in good faith all their treaty 
stipulations with the Indian tribes, and have, in every other 
instance, insisted upon a like performance of their obliga- 
tions. To relax from this salutary rule because the Semi- 
noles have maintained themselves so long in the Territory 
they had relinquished, and, in defiance of their frequent 
and solemn engagements, still continue to wage a ruthless 
war against the United States, would not only evince a 
want of. constancy on our part, but be of evil example in 
our intercourse with other tribes. Experience has shown 
that but little is to be gained by the march of armies 
through a country so intersected with inaccessible swamps 
and marshes, and which, from the fatal character of the 
climate, must be abaudoned at the end of the winter. I 
recommend, therefore. to your attention the plan submit- 
ted by the Secretary of War in the accompanying report, 
for the permanent occupation of the portion of the terri- 
tory freed from the Indians, and the more efficient protec- 
tion of the People of Florida from their inhuman war- 
fare. 

From the Report of the Secretary of the Navy, herewith 
transmitted, it will appear that a large portion of the dis- 
posable naval force is either actively employed, or ina state 
of preparation, for the purpose of experience and disci- 
pline, and the protection of our commerce. So effectual 
has been this protection, that, so far as the information of 
Government extends, not a single outrage has been at- 
tempted on a vessel carrying the flag of the United States, 
within the present year, in any quarter, however distant 
or exposed. 

The Exploring Expedition sailed from Norfolk on the 
19th of August last; and information has been received of 
its safe arrival at the island of Madeira. The best spirit 
animates the officers and crews, and there is every reason 
to anticipate, from itsefforts, results beneficial to commerce 
and honorable to the nation. 

It will also be seen that no reduction of the force now in 
commission is contemplated. ‘The unsettled state of a 
portion of South America renders it indispensable that our 
commerce should receive protection in that quarter; the 
vast and increasing interests embarked in the trade of the 
Indian and Chinese seas, in the whale fisheries of the 
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+nce been deeided by the Supreme Court, 
A. pe Ay on: telhtinel nor the Circuit Courts of the 
¢ sited States held within the respective States, possess the 
a eord nestion; but it is now held that this power, de- 
Power malt of these high tribunals, (to the former by the 
Constitution, and to the latter by Congress, ) has been, by 
its legislation, vested in the Circuit Court of this District. 
No such direct grant of power to the Circuit Court of this 
District is claimed ; but it has been held to result, by neces- 
sary implication, from several sections of the law estab; 
* jishing the court. One of these sections declare, that the 
jaws of Maryland, as they existed at the time of the ces- 
sion, should be in force in that part of the District ceded 
by that State; and by this provision, the common law, in 
civil and-criminal cases, as it prevailed in Maryland in 
1801, was established in that part of the District. 
In England, the Court of King’s Bench—because the 
Sovereign, who, according to the theory of the Constitu- 
tion, is the fountain of justice, originally sat there in per- 
son, and is still deemed to be present, in construction of 
law—alone possesses the high power of issuing the writ of 
mandamus, but also to magistrates and others, command 
ing them, in the King’s name, to_do what their duty re- 
quires, in cases where there is a vested right, and no other 
specific remedy. It has been held, in the case referred to, 
that, as the Supreme Court of the United States is, by the 
Constitution, rendered incompetent to exercise this power, 
and a3 the Circuit Court of this District is a Court of gene 
ral jurisdiction in cases at common law, and the highest 
court of original jurisdiction in the District, the right to is- 
sue the writ of mandamus is iacident to its common law 
powers, : ; 
Another ground relied upon to maintain the power in 
question, is, that it was included, by fair construction, in 
the power it granted to the Circuit Courts of the United 
States, by the act ‘to provide for the more convenient or- 
ganization of the Courts of the United States,” passed 13th 
Feb. 1801; that the act establishing the Circuit Conrts of 
this District, passed the 27th day of February, 1801, con- 
ferred upon that court and the judges thereof the same 
wers as were by law vested in the Circuit Courts of the 
United States and in the judges of the said courts; that 
be ey of the first-mentioned act, which took place in 





next year, did not divest the Circuit Court of this Dis- 
trictof the authority in dispute, but left it still clothed with 
‘the powers over the subject which, it is conceded, were 
en away from the Circuit Courts of the United States 
by the repeal of the act of 13th February, 1801. 
Admitting that the adoption of the laws of Maryland for 
rtion of this District confers on the Circuit Court there- 
, in that portion, the transcendent extra judicial preroga- 
live powers ef the Court of King’s Bench in England, or 
«what either of the acts of Congress, by necessary implica- 
fion, authorize the former court to issue a writ of manda- 
mus to an officer of the United States, stationed in diflfer- 
oe of the United States, are, in respect to the per- 
nce of their official duties, subject to different laws 
ied a different supervision; those in the States to one rule, 
and those in the District of Columbia to another and a 
very different one. In the District, their official eonductis 
jsubject'to a judicial control, from which in the States they 
jare exempt. 
Whatever difference of opinion may exist as to the expe- 
idiency of vesting such a power in the judiciary, in a sys- 
fem of Government constituted like that of the United 
tes, all must agree that these disparaging discrepancies 
4 the law and in the administration of jurtice ought notto 
e permitted to continue, and as Congress alone can pro- 
@ the remedy, the subject is unavoidably presented to 
our consideration, M. VAN BUREN. 
Washington, Dec. 3, 1838. 








Large Fire at Quebec.—On T hursday last, 45 houses, 
lusive of outbuildings, were destroyed by fire in the low- 
town of Quebec. In 1833, and again in 1836, alarge 
® occurred in the same vicinity. The whole number of 

juildings destroyed by the three fires, within the space of 

Sout one-eighth of a mile is 110. ~ 
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PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 


Correspondence of the Commercial Advertiser. 
HarrissurG, Pa, Dec. 4. 
This being the day assigned by the Constitution for the 


| meeting of the legislature, the membsrs elect of the House 


assembled at eleven o'clock, for the ‘purpose of organi- 
zing. 

I have just returned from the Capitol, and proceed to 
give you « hurried account of the most remarkable scene 
that I ever saw, or heard of, in a legislative hall. 

The clerk commenced the reading of the returns, as usu- 
al, beginning with the city of Philadelphia, and proceed- 
ing in due order through the several counties of the com- 
monwealth. When he came to the county of Philadelphia, 
and was about to read the Whig returns handed to him, 
according to law, bythe secretary of the commonwealth, 
Mr. Pray, one of the Van Buren disputed members from 
the county, rose and stated that the returns in the posses- 
sion of the clerk were false; and that he held in his hand 
the only legal returns, which he would give to the clerk, 
and require to be read as such. 

Mr. Smith protested against the reception of that paper, 
as being illegal and void, and was replied to, in a violent 
speech, by Mr. McElwee of Bedford, who was cut short 
by a proposition that both returns should be read, and all 
the other returns disposed of, before any farther action 
should be had on the subject. 

When this was concluded, Mr. Stevens moved that the 
members proceed to the election of a speaker, and that 
Messrs. Waltz and Zeilin act as tellers. 

A motion was simultaneously made by an opposition 
member to the same effect, and that Messrs and 
(loco focos) act as tellers. 

Each motion was adopted, as each party claims to have 
a majority—both sets of delegates from the county of Phil- 
adelphia, (or, as it is called, par excellence, in the Senate 
and the House, the county,) voting with their respective 
party. Each of the parties took no notice of the proceed- 
ings of the other, and voted upon no question not origina- 
ting with itself. i 

Gen. Cunningham of Mercer, waselected by the Whigs ; 
and Mr. Hopkins, of Washington, by the other side. Both 
were conducted to the speaker's platform, and, one stand- 
ing on each side of the speaker’s chair, both returned 
thanks to the House for the honor conferred, &c. 

A motion came from each party for the appointment «f 
a committee to wait on the Senate and inform them that 
the House was organized and ready to proceed to busi- 
ness. 

Each speaker appointed a committee, who have not yet, 
however, performed that duty, as the Senate will not meet 
until 3 o’clock this afternoon. 

Motions were also made for committees to wait on the 
Governor with similar information, and to inquire whether 
he had any communication to make to the House. 

Motions were then made fur committees to propose rules 
for the government of the House, &c. 

These proceedings were enacted almost simultaneously, 
(the Whigs, however, being a little in advance,) and the 
rolls being called by the different tellers at the same time, 
and the voting for officers being viva voce, a very curious 
scene was presented. 

The Whigs having got through their organization of the 
House, a motion was made to adjourn till to-morrow, at 3 
P. M. which was carried, leaving the other party in posses- 
sien of the hall, they not having finished their proceedings. 

When the loco focos adjourned it was to meet at 10 o’- 
clock, A. M. to-morrow, so that, you will perceive, there 
will be twe separate houses of representatives, meeting at 
different hours. 

The one house (Whig) has 52 members, including the 
county delegation. The other house (loco foco) has56 mem- 
bers, including their county delegation. Each house hav- 
ing a quorum, as they contend, prima facie, and therefore 
competent to the transaction of business. 

The Senate being Whig in its majority, will recognize 
the Whig organization as the only legitimate house, and 
communicate with it accordingly, taking no notice of the 


other body. 








EEE 


Late from Texas.—By the way of New Orleans we 
have dates from Texas to the 10th inst. The pumber of 
persons arriving at Galveston is said to be astonishing.— 
Gen. Houston, who is about retiring from the presidential 
chair, has had a quarrel with the Legislature on the score 
of etiquette. The cause was trivial, but the circumstance 
shows a spirit of jealousy to exist between the Carolinians 
and Tennesseeans. The Indians threaten to give Texas a 
good deal of trouble. A part of the tribes who anciently 
inhabited Texas, joined by some warriors of other nations 
that former'y dwelt in the United States were gathering 
near the head waters of Trinity River. General Rusk 
had assembled about four hundred volunteers, and was 
daily reivforced by small parties. The Legislature had 
voted to raise $40,000 to equip two hundred and fifty men 
for the service. 
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A most fearful history.—Itis most painful to be obliged 
to chronicle a tale of such disastrous seer as the fol 
lowing, which we gather from a Louisiana paper. 

About fifteen years since, a man by the name of Hager- 
ty, near Harrisonburg, was, as said, by the malevolence of 
one Humble, charged with larceny. It ap d, upon the 
trial, that the witness was suborned, aud Hagerty was hon 
orably acquitted. From that time forward, continued:and 
burning hostility has existed between the parties, produ- 
cing, of course, many scenes of outrage and disorder, the 
spirit of which was most naturally and readily imbibed by 
the young men of both parties. Some years after the charge 
of larceny, Hagerty was murdered by one of his slaves, . 
who at the execution declared that he was hired to kill his 
master by a man in the neighborhood. The young Hager- 
tys believed it was one of the Humbles, who hed instigated 
the assassination. The war was continued with great spi- 
rit, and various success, though the Hagertys were general- 
ly oppressed, their whole force being but a young man and 
a little boy but sixteen years old. About the first of Sep- 
tember, Humble, with his two associates, Bass, and Davis, 
caught this boy, ducked him, and stripped him, and then 
whipped him in the most unmerciful manner. The parties 
met. Huinble, Bass, and Davis armed with rifles and pis- 
tols! Young Hagerty with a stick and his little brother with 
a double barreled gun. 

Young Hagerty told Humble that his little brother had 
been abused by those men, and he wished to know whether 
either of them had spirit enough to fight him. Humble 
raised his rifle t> shoot him, and Hagerty sprang behind a 
tree. Humble told Bass to go around the tree with his 
rifle and shoot him, if he did not “come out.” The boy 
handed his brother the double barreled gun, who instantly 
stepped out with his gun at an “ order,’’ and told Humble 
he should have a fair chance if he wanted to kill him.— 
Humble then took deliberate aim and shot him, then turn- 
ed in the door to get his pistol, advanced with it cocked, 
and raised to an “ aim,’’ when he received the whole con- 
tents of one barrel from the hands of the little boy, and fell 
dead. 

The little fellow had just time to turn upon Bass, who 
was advancing upon him from behind with his rifle at dead 
aim. But he did turn without flinching and pourcd the 
whole contents of the second barrel into the bosom of Bass, 
who fell dead at his feet. The boy was shot in the right 
breast, reeled and fell, just in time to avoid the pistol fire 
of Davis, who took a pistol shotat his back. The boy and 
Bass were both badly powder burnt. Davis was arrested 
by the bystanders, but a justice of the peace came up and 
told them he did not think it right to keep a man “ tied in 
that manner,” and he thought it best to “ turn him loose.” 

It was accordingly so done, and he absconded. Of the 
remaining four engaged in this terrible affray, the little boy 
alone survived. 








Apaplling Incident.—The following is extracted from a 
private journal kept on board of the Vincennes, one of the 
vessels attached tothe Exploring Expedition, and publish- 
ed in the Bunkerhill Aurora: 

“« Just before noon, while taking in the main top-gallant 
sail, one of the crew who was on the yard, by the slatting 
of the sail, had the buntline thrown over his head, and be- 
fore he could free himself, was jerked off and forward of 
the yard, where he hung dangling by the neck at the height 
of eighty feet. He struggled for a moment only, trying 
with both hands to reach the rope over his head, and then 
they fell powerless by his side. He was first observed by 
the boatswain, who looked up, on seeing a hat fall over- 
board. I was by his side, and never shall I forget the face 
of horror, nor the unearthly and fearful shrieks that broke 
from him after pointing aloft for a few seconds, incapable 
of uttering a sound. It was like that sometimes heard 
from persons suffering under the “nightmare. It was in- 
deed a most awful sight, to. behold a fellow creature thus 
quivering in the air, his arms dangling to and fro, and his 
whole body swaying backwards and forwards with every 
roll of the ship, fifteen and twenty feet, and every little 
while striking with fearful violence against the mast. In 
a few seconds a dozen men were aloft to his assistance, but 
it seemed as many hours. 

And here a new danger presented itself; one of them, 
thinking only of freeing the sufferer’s neck, caught him 
with one hand, leaning over the topsail yard, as he swung 
in, and began cutting the rope with the other. Providen- 
tially, the attempt was seen and arrested by the first Lieut. 
Had he cut the rope, the jerk must have thrown them off 
together. He was now soon liberated, but declared to be 
dead. On being lowered on the deck in a hammock sent 
up for the purpose, the means used for the recovery of per- 
sons whose aninvation is suspended, were successfully used, 
and he is now doing well. Another minute and all would 
have been over with him. On examination of the manner 
in which he was suspended, his preservation is a little 
short of miraculous. There was only asingle turn round 
his neck. Had it slipped, (and Heaven only can tell what 
prevented it,) he would have been dashed to pieces, or 
whirled overboard, where with the heavy sea that was run 
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ning, he must have perished. Had it caught an inch near- 
er his ear, he must have suffocated, ere relieved.” And 
in view of his escape, will you believe it, all he thinks of is 
stopping his grog to-day, lest it should induce fever! Not 
half an hour since I went to see him, and he said “it was 
bloody hard a man must lose his grog because he came near 
breaking his neck.”” Such is the old man-of-war’s man. 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
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CANADA AFFAIRS. 

We mentioned last week, the arrival at Auburn, of Bill 
Johnson. J. W. Birge, and others, in custody of Mr. Gar- 
row, the United States Marshall, who arrested them at 
Ogdensburgh, or other places on our frontier. An exam- 
ination of these persons had been going on at Auburn, be- 
fore Judge Conklin; but from the absence of witnessses, 
slow progress was made. From the evidence in General 
Birge’s case, it appeared that the sound of the guns over 
at Prescott, made him indisposed, so that he kept pretty 
‘close in the cabin of the United States steamboat. This 
personage had been an itinerant dentist; but being seized 
with a fit ; of Canada fever, turned patriot, and issued a 
proclamation as “ Brigadier General commanding Eastern 
Division.” He was required te find bail in $3000, or stand 
committed. ; 

Wm. N. Sprague, who commanded the schooner Char- 
lotte, of Oswego, one of the vessels seized, was next exam- 
ined. His vessel was laden with men, cannon, muskets 
and other arms, anda large quantity of ammunition. The 
Captain was required to give bail in the sum of two thou- 
sand dollars. 

O. B. Pierce, (who is spoken of in the Auburn Patriot 
as claiming to be “the author of the only English‘gram- 
mar in the world !”) was aloo distinguishing himself in ma- 
king patriotic speeches on board the steamboat, which he 
‘aesumed to command; but seems to have thought his life 
too valuable to risk it on the Canada shore. Mr. Nims 
aid to “ Brig. Gen.” Birge, Isaac Tiffany and Milton C. 
Burns, had not yet been examined. ‘Tiffany made his 
escape on Monday evening. Heis the man who fired a 
cannon ball from the schr. Charlotte into the British steam- 
boat Experiment. 

Judge Conklin, (says the Auburn Patriot,) in the course 
of the proscedings, adverted to a defect in the law of 1818 
and which Congress did not see tit to remedy by the act of 
the last session, and a very great defect it appears to be 
and which Congress ought to supply as speedily as possi- 
ble. By the act of 1818 our citizens are forbidden under 
severe penalty to enlist or accept commissions in the mili- 
tary service of one foreign powert against another, with 
both of which the United States shall be at peace, but are 
left at full liberty to engage personally, in a civil war, or 
domestic insurrection in the territory of a foveign power, 
or to invade such territory, for it is only such persons, who, 
within our territory, “begin or set on foot, or provide or 
prepare the means for, a military expedition or enterprise” 
against a foreign power with whom we are at peace, that 
are amenable to our Jaws, as they stand at present. 

“ Mr. Garrow, when at Ogdensburgh, seized thesteamboat 

Unitsd States,” the steam ferry boat “ Paul Pry,” the 
schooner Charlotte. of Toronto, and the schooner Char- 
lotte, of Oswego, for being employed in the expedition 
against Canada. 

Fs S. From the Auburn News, of Friday last, it appears 
that Bill Johnson, the master spirit of the day, and Gen. 
Birge, have also made their escape. The Marshal has 
offered a reward of $200 for the former, and $50 for the 
latter. [Ontario Reporter. 


Bvenos AyYRES.—Accounts to the 29th September,have 
reached us. The blockade still continued, appar ly - 
; od, apparently en 
forced with great severity. The 28th of September com- 
pleted the six months, during which the blockade has last- 
ed, and on that day a French officer landed in Buenos 
Ayres, with despaiches from the Admiral, which, it is said, 
contained the ultimatum of the French Government. The 
reply given to them was not known. 


Terrible Sleamboat Disaster.—The steamer Tiber, 
from Louisville, reports that the steamboat Gen. Brown at 
St. Helena, had collapsed a flue. The Captain, pilot, one 
of the engineers, and thirty other persons on board the Gen. 
B. lost their lives by the calamity. The following compri- 
sed the list of killed, as far us was ascertained when the 
Tiber passed Killed—The Captain, several of the crew, 
and the following passengers: Messrs. C. Libley, D. L. 
Davis, N. A. Miller, — George, Dr. Price, H. M. Blanch- 
ard, FE. Hubbard, — Johnson, J. K. Garthwaite, T. D. 
Lewis, Keane, T E. Levey, and one other name 
unknown. The Tiber also reports the steamer Cumanche 
snnk below Salt River, and the Ozark hard aground at 
Cumberland Island. 


A Defalcation.—A joint committee appointed by the 
Legislature of Mississippi, to examine the books and ac- 
counts of the late Auditor of the State, John H. Mallory, 
have reported him a defaulter in the sum of fifty-four thou- 
sand and seventy-nine dollars ! 











DISASTROUS FIRE AT BUFFALO. 


The Buffalo Daily Star extra. of Friday afternoon, gives 
the particulars of a destructive fire in that city, including 
the total loss of the office and materials of that paper. 

It commenced at 11 o’clock on Thursday night, and con- 
tinued until 5 the next morning. It originated in a wood- 
en building adjoining the brick block in which the Star office 
was situated. 

The block was occupied by stores on the first floor, at- 
torney’s offices on the second, and the office of the Star on 
the third. A.& A. McMurray, merchants, Moffat & 
Chase, jewellers, P. W. Swan, merchant tailor, Thomas 
Dole, dry goods merchant, on the first floor, removed their 
goods with little loss. The attorneys’ losses consisted of 
furniture, their books and papers being gaved. The loss 
of Mr. Faxon, proprietor of the Star, was $4000 and over; 
insurance $3000—every thing being destroyed, with the 
exception of the books and other business papers. 

The brick building belonged to Messrs. Starkweather 
and Brown, is variously estimated at from 10 to $15,000; 
insurance $10,000—one halfin the Hartford Protection 
Company, and one half in the North American. 

The wooden building was nota valuable one. Gen. Ran- 
dall’s loss in his stock of shoes and leather is estimated at 
$1000. R. Coveney, grocer, sustained a loss of about 
$3000 cash, and between 2 and $3000 in goods—insu- 
rance $2000. William Lovering, broker, saved every 
thing. 

The total loss must be at least $20,000, on which there 
is an insurance of about $15,000. The loss is probably 
more than we have stated. 

This fire has swept the entire distance between the 
Commercial and City Banks—both of which, the former 
particularly, were endangered by it. All the valuables 
were removed from the Commercial Bank. 

The Proprietor, (adds the Star extra, issued at the Buf- 
falo Journal office) would mentivn to the patrons of the 
Star and Republican, that owing to the loss above detail- 
ed, the publication of the daily paper, for a few days to 
come, will be impossible. ‘The weekly will in some form, 
be issued to all the subscribers, until the regular publica- 
tion can be resumed. 


Charcoal for Hogs.—I will give you my experience and 
opinion, upon the manner of keeping hogs in health while 
they are fattening. I have lost in years back a great many 
hogs—had others sick and languishing, so that they would 
not fatten; and been obliged to turn them out of my pen. 
I always observed that when I did so, they either died im- 
mediately, or ifthey lived a few days, got well. I always 
observed too that my hogs in the pen wonld eat and chew 
with eagerness, all hard substances, such as peach-stones, 
bones, and even small stones ;. and that they were particu- 
larly fond of coals, such as, had by accident got from the 
fire into their feed. I had also observed, that whenever I 
let a sick hog out of the pen, he would go to eating such 
things, and even the ground itself. I then thought of try- 
ing the experiment, and collected a peck of coals from my 
ashes and put them into my pen. They were immediately 
devoured. I gave them more, until my hogs had eaten at 
least two quarts each. I thought it did them good, and 
continued to supply them daily with them. I have since 
that time (two years ago) fattened more than fifty hogs, 
and never had a sick one, nor one whose pork has been 
measley or affected with any disease. I believe it to be an 
effectual remedy for a very serious difficulty with farmers. 
My neighbors, to whom [ have communicated my plan, 
have tried it with the same success, and if you please, you 
may give it publicity in your paper. [Pean. Farmer. 


Chinese Corn.—Grant Thorburn, of New-York, gives 
the following account of the accidental discovery of a spe- 
cies of Corn from China, which he has for sale: 

Some three years ago, a merchant in New-York, empty- 
ing a box of tea, observed therein a few grains of Corn. 
Concluding that Corn from China must be something new 
under our sum, he had them planted, so they grew and 
multiplied. Last spring I received from a worthy friend 
a portion of said Corn--it is a new variety—so I gave it 
the name of China falls prolific, or tree-corn; as it strikes 
off in two, three, and frequently four branches, in appear- 
ance like a small tree, and produces an ear at the head of 
each branch, whereas the common corn shoots out the ear 
from the side of the stalk ; it grows from eight to ten feet 
high, produces an abundance of fodder, is a large white 
flint twelve row cdrn, and ears from ten to fourteen inches 
long. I counted six hundred and sixty, grains on one ear; 
it was planted on the 10th of May, and had ears fit to boil 
on the 10th of July. Its produce was much curtailed by 
the long drouth, but notwithstanding it counted two thou- 
sand one hundred and twenty grains, the product of one 
stalk: being an increase of two thousand from one. 


Fire at Milford, Conn.—On Wednesday evening be- 
tween 7 and 8 o’clock, a large satinent manutactory, owned 
by Mr. Townsend Dickenson, was entirely destroyed by 
fire. The building and machinery were valued at about 
$15,000. 





Lowzr Canapa.—The Montreal Gazette of the 
inst., contains Royal Ordinances “ for the attainder of 
sons against whom sentences or judgements of courts may. 
tial shall have been given,” &c. and “ for more effectually 
preventing the administering or taking of unlawful 
and for better preventing treasonable and secitious pracy. 
ces.’ These ordinances emanate-from Sir John Col 
as “Adminisirator of the Government,” and have the 
sanction of a ‘“‘ Special Council.” 

The Gazette contains also a list of prisoners committe 
to the Montreal jail on charges of high treason. Tt occy 
pies nearly a column and a half, closely printed, of the 
paper, and numbers probably six hundred. The following 
are the only names given as belonging to the United Staiey: 
Patrick Hays and Henry Bates, Swanton, (American de. 
serters,) Joseph Cadieux, Massachusetts ; Benjamin Mor, 
Alburgh, Vt.; D. Woolfred, New York. 


Shocking.—On Monday last a person by the name of 
Pettibone, a resident of the town of Rochester, in this 
county, was most cruelly and brutally beaten, at Rondout, 
by one Garrir Van Schaick. The circumstances as report. 
ed were that Van Schaick had purchased a heifer from the 
deceased, and that a quarrel ensued on the demand for 
payment, which was understood to be aettled by the pap. 
ties agreeing to drink together. As the deceased left the 
store, however, he was followed by the accused, who took 
up a billet of wood, and struck him a blow on the side of 
the head, which fractured his skull and eventuated in death 
on yesterday afternoon. 

Van Schaick immediately absconded, and although dill 
gent pursuit has been made, he has not yet been discove: 
ed! It willbe perceived that the Sheriff with commend. 
able promptitude, has offered a reward of TWENTY Five 
DOLLARS for his apprehension. [ Kingston Reformer, 


A Carr Ann Notion.—The town of Gloucester, 
Cape Ann, Massachusetts, has for the last ten years sent 
Loco-Foco Representatives to the Legislature, but at the 
election last week, only one man obtained a majority, ant 
he was one of the Whig candidates. His majority was 
one out of 1,285 votes. The result being announced, the 
People voted to send only one Representative this year— 
and the Whigs at a subsequent meeting, voted to send theit 
Representative to the General Court at Boston, in January, 
in a barouche, drawn by six horses. Pretty well for the 
fishermen of the old Bay State. 





THE WAR AT AN END. 








The steamboat Pirate arrived at our port last evening, 
from the Missouri. We learn from her passengers that the 
war with the Mormons, about which so much anxiety has 
existed, has been brought to a terminatioa, by the surren- 
der of the whole Mormon force to the troops under the 
command of Major General Clark, near Far West. No 
resistance was offered by them, and Jo Smith, Rigdon, 
White, and three or four of the other leaders were i 
ed by the commander of the forces, to await such proceed- 
ings as may hereafter be instituted against them. 


[St. Louis Republican, 


Transplanting Trees.—The statement in the following 
paragraph from the Genesee Farmer, corresponds to our 
own experience. Trees of almost every kind (we will not 
vouch for every evergreens) may be safely removed at any 
time in the year, if you give them water enough. We 
have an Althea now growing, which was taken from the 
garden of Mr. Jonathan Phillips, when it was broken, up 
in July, 1835. 

On the subject of removing fruit trees, Lindley remarks: 
“ Trees cannot be removed from the nursery too soon afier 
the wood has become ripe, and the leaves fallen off ; for 
between this time and the winter many of them make 
fresh roots, and be prepared to push forth their young 
shoots with much more vigor in the spring.” With trees 
ure to be removed but a moderate distance, so that they 
need be out of the ground but two or three days, the fipst 
of the month of October is not too early for transplanting 
them; but at this time the leaves usually remain on 
Trees may be removed much earlier in autumn than is com- 
monly practised, in order that the benefit which Lindley de- 
scribes may result- The fact that the leaves are uponthem. 
and in a green state, which may be ascerrained by examin 
ing the ends of the branches, no danger is to be apprehend’ 
ed. If transplanted at this time, they will harden their 
wood afterwards, and throw out their fresh shoots. 


Missouri Senator.—On the 21st ult. Mr. Benton was 
re-elected to the United States Senate, by the Legislature 
of Missouri. The vote stood, for T. H. Benton, 75--for 
Abiel Leonard, 48. 
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